Songs in The Beggar's Opera by John Gay
Act 2
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. Fill the glasses.

Air 19. Fill ev'ry glass*
Cue: Our several stations . .
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*The sections of this number can be performed as follows: A (Matt of the Mint), A (chorus), B (Matt),

A (chorus), C, B (Matt with two tenor soloists), A (chorus), A (orchestra alone).
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Air 20. March in [Handel's] Rinaldo, with drums and trumpets

Cue: I shall wish myself with you. Success attend you.
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Cue: If it were not for us. .. Drury Lane would be uninhabited.

Air 21. Would you have a young Vi
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But her ripe lips are more | sweet than those.
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[Menuet to be played upon the entrance of the wh-res.*|
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*Inserted in the 1976 production.
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[Dance a la ronde, i.e., '"Ma commeére quand je danse']*
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*These two instrumental settings of Air 22 introduced the latter in the 1976 production. Either or both settings

may be used, followed immediately by Air 22 itself.
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Air 22. Cotillon*
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In the original, Macheath sings both stanzas of Air 22, the chorus repeating the second stanza, which here
is given to them alone.
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Air 23. All in a misty morning
Cue: 'Tis your own choice . . . that will determine you.
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Air 24. When once I lay with another man's wife

Cue: The road hath done me justice ..
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*This dance was inserted into the 1976 production, followed by a repeat of Air 24 as shown.
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Air 25. When first I laid siege to my Chloris
Cue: The gentleman lodges in NEw gate . .
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Air 27. A lovely lass to a Friar came

Cue: To see thee tortured would give me pleasure.
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Air 28. 'Twas when the Sea was roaring

Cue: 'Tis the pleasure of all you fine men to insult the women you have ruined.
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Cue: No man can say a civil thing to her. .. forever and ever.

Air 29, The Sun had loos'd his weary teams.
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Air 30. How happy are we [originally in A]

Cue: Such language . . . to your prejudice. . . I beg you.
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Air 31. Of a noble race was Shenkin

. for what he is doing.

Cue: Act like a woman of spirit . .
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Cue: You must e'en do like other widows: buy yourself weeds and be cheerful.
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[Interlude*]
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*To be inserted after Air 32, or at the end of the scene (which follows after a few lines).
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Air 33. London Ladies

Cue: Money well timed . . . will do anything.
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Air 34. All in the downs
Cue: Not one kind look?

. in this condition.
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How | hap-py could I be with ei-ther, Were

Air 35. Have you heard of a frolicksome ditty
Cue: Shall I not claim my own? Justice bids me speak.
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Air 36. Irish Trot

Cue: I would have her satisfaction, and they should all out.
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Air 37*

. In his circumstances.

Cue: 'tis barbarous . .
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Air 38. Good morow, Gossip Joan.

Cue: And my duty ..

. to stay with my husband, madam.
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Air 39. How happy are*

Cue: You are my prisoner now, hussy.
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In the play text: Irish Howl.
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Cue: A moment of time may make us unhappy forever.
con sordini

Air 40. The Lass of Patie's Mill
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