Songs in The Beggar's Opera by John Gay

Act 1
Air 1. An old woman cloathed in gray. basses by John Christopher Pepusch*
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* Arranged by David Schulenberg for performances at Harvard in 1976 and 1979. This is an arrangement, not
an edition. It incorporates the melodies, words, and basses (attributed to John Christopher Pepusch) from The
Beggar's Opera, As it is Acted at the Theatre-Royal in Lincolns-Inn Fields . . . third edition (London: John
Watts,1729). The basses have been elaborated, with figures and realization added. String parts also have been
added, as well as introductions and interludes for the instruments, and repetitions have been inserted into many
of the songs. This file created 12/31/22 from master score created in 1976 and revised in 1979,

Copyright (c) 2023 by David Schulenberg. All rights reserved
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Cue: We and the surgeons . . . all the profesions besides.

Air 2. The bonny gray-ey'd morn
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Air 3. Cold and raw

Cue:Women are bitter bad judges . .. or the gallows.
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Air 4. Why is your faithful slave disdain'd?

r

I am in the utmost concern about her.

Cue: Poor girl,
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Air S. Of all the simple things we do
Cue: All men are thievesI in loYe, and like a woman the better for being .
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Air 6. What shall I do to shew how much I love her

Cue: A girl who cannot grant some things. .
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Cue: I'll cut your throat, hussy. Now you know my mind.

Air 7. Oh London is a fine town
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Air 11. A soldier and a sailor [originally in B-flat]
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Air 14. Pretty Parrot, say
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Air 15. Pray fair one be kind

Cue: none of the great heros were ever false in love.
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Cue: But to tear me from thee is impossible.

—~

Air 16. Over the hills and far away
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Air 17. Gin thou wert mine awn thing
Cue: They are preparing evidence.

“
“
[Z N €W 2

o)

~)

can
T

2 T g §

Hle )

) &

| 102 Yo

— () &

“
“
hul
o
o
.

" Yo o

)

va
102 W
o)

vnl
vn2

va

42 -



>
T g | o L
B ] S
e 4 M||
T ‘w & &
QL :
M m = e
| i (
I
o M — =
£ o 2
L T m &
] K E e m q
i il
|‘ I~ m | m lﬁ
Il . Vs W =
] ) | )
L) -
LM | m ¥ M .m
] . . I|I|ﬂ
e ) Ul 5 I
{ VI ® dll
(0]
L_M_HI |l ol .m m
(YA ] = il
{ | - |' m 4 1m
Hy = £
d WV
L] .m n m 4
rd a> ﬁ.,.,
“~wd n : |
el B
] |
IMW ™ i S S
| , T =
My : H~ .
lig g i
| ’ B 2 ||}
T T w [ 10N Im
I - = ~ 1T
) ] [ 1N g [ 100 S
. 2 lﬂiJ_. e
e E S 3
AN 5%
U = W] ﬁw
I.h ST 8
m‘m:ié 2 1ok
@ |@ [ 10N A p B
Q|
s v s XX
== s i 1 A hl m
4 \ RE NG e N
hlﬂmW\U l \U ===
= —
> o
g

43 -



N R
p— —— j=h
[=]
@ ﬁ.rlu e e e M\A xﬂ /!l h,
(5]
; . >
o T A im Il )
P
J) 2 . 2
L) T TR ) = ) | S NN N
~ LY <
“wl . vl
ol T ol im N
P>
o
R T TR m NI E
| ~ b |
Q
|| m % m [l _ | &
- i Tz WUl 3 [[flontfn] -
N2
Bt i -
(Y ‘ol | N TN e N
(0] (0]
QL \F L g (W 2] ] on
= =
, e
o 2z
HE | (11 L= 1], Nlle
. & 2 ]
ol I g L) |
< <
|| - &0 ]
© o
] g
1 o
. (0] Q
TN (RN L - W TN |en
O O
X B E = = X X L ]
N g DE N T NG &
\ {
S ——— A ——— N —————
— o < .
=} ) = Q
- > O

W1 i
0o ol
(o] |
(i O
i/l
il Wl
| W [N
i S S
1IN
(oIl
T el i\ o
117 371
R
g 11|
m o REL e B

-44 -



to

-

o°
—

-

he's o - blig'd

-

]

——— &
|

e

S—
SN—

a |shil-ling seesWhich

4

D
IAY

— tutti
vc., bs., hpd.

Mi - ser thus

bl |

i T
The

[ 7]

Y 2

. for till then Polly is wretched.

—

Macheath, Polly

Y £ Y 2

vc., hpd.

A W7

7!

Air 18. O the broom [of Cowdenknowes]

Cue: Oh how I fear! ..
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