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Carl Philipp Emanuel Bach (1714–88): Chronology

1714 Born at Weimar; Sebastian appointed ducal concertmaster
1717 Family moves to Cöthen
1723 Family moves to Leipzig
1731 Emanuel's earliest dated compositions
1734 Leaves for university studies in Frankfurt (Oder)
1738 Moves to Berlin
1741? Appointed chamber musician to King Frederick II of Prussia
1750 Death of J.S. Bach, possibly preceded by Emanuel's visit to Leipzig
1753 Publication of Essay, vol. 1
1756 Seven Years’ War breaks out; Berlin court and concert activity largely ceases
1762 Publication of Essay, vol. 2
1763 End of war, resumption of Berlin concert activity
1768 Moves to Hamburg as cantor and director of church music
1779 Publishes first volume of pieces for Kenner und Liebhaber
1788 Death at Hamburg

Examples and illustrations (works are by C.P.E. Bach unless otherwise noted)

1. Versuch über die wahre Art das Clavier zu spielen (Essay on the true manner of playing
keyboard instruments), volume 1 (Berlin, 1753), title page



2. The music room at Sanssouci Palace, Potsdam (Germany), ca. 1747, with fortepiano by
Gottfried Silbermann

3. J.S. Bach: Fifth Brandenburg Concerto, BWV 1050 (Cöthem, ca. 1721), movement 1, mm.
168–75 (from the cadenza or capriccio for solo harpsichord)



4. Quantz, Versuch einer Anweisung das Flöte traversiere zu spielen (Essay on playing the flute,
Berlin, 1752), title page of French edition

5. Johann Friedrich Agricola: Anleitung zur Singkunst (Introduction to the art of singing, Berlin,
1757), title page



6. Concerto in D minor, W. 23, movement 2, mm. 102–9, autograph score (Berlin,
Staatsbibliothek, Mus. ms. Bach P 354)

7. Cadenzas for Concerto in D minor, W. 23, movements 2 and 3, W. 120/46–47, from
manuscript copy by Michel (Brussels, Conservatoire, ms. 5871 MSM)



8. Sonata in E minor for flute and basso continuo, W. 124 (Frankfurt, 1737), movement 1, mm.
1–9, copy by Johann Heinrich Michel (Sing-Akademie zu Berlin, Archiv, ms. SA 4817)

9. Sonata in E minor for flute and basso continuo, W. 124, movement 1, mm. 1–9,modern edition
by Mary Oleskiewicz (Carl Philipp Emanuel Bach: The Complete Works, vol. 2/1)



10. Clavichord by Arnold Dolmetsch (Boston, 1908) after Christian Gotthelf Hoffmann (1984),
now at Harvard University (Cambridge, Mass.)

11. Sonata in E minor for flute and basso continuo, W. 124, movement 1, mm. 1–2, modern
edition by Kurt Walther (Kassel: Bärenreiter, 1936)



12. Sonata in E minor for flute and basso continuo, W. 124, movement 1, mm. 47–56, ed. Mary
Oleskiewicz

13. Quantz: Versuch einer Anweisung das Flöte traversiere zu spielen, examples from Tabula 4



14. “Bitten,” W. 194/9 (Berlin, 1758), mm. 1–14, ed. Darrell Berg (CPEBCW, vol. 6/1)

15. Fantasia in E-flat, H. 348 (ca. 1746), systems 11–12 from autograph (D B Nichelmann 1N),
with transcription



16.  “La Stahl,” W. 117/25 (Berlin, 1755), mm. 1–7, ed. Peter Wollny (CPEBCW, vol. 1/8.2)

17. “L’Aly Rupalich,” W. 117/27, mm. 7 (CPEBCW, vol. 1/8.2)

18. Solfeggio in C minor, W. 117/2 (Potsdam, 1766), as printed in Musikalisches Vielerley
(Hamburg, 1770)



19. Rondo in B-flat, W. 58/5 (Hamburg, 1779), mm. 1–12, ed. Christopher Hogwood
(CPEBCW, vol. 1/4.2)

20. Rondo in B-flat, W. 58/5, mm. 195–212
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